Sixth Grade Magnet English - 2013-14
World Travelers:  

A Reading Writing Workshop using World Literature as Mentor Texts
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Welcome, readers and writers, to sixth grade Magnet English. We look forward to a great year of reading and writing, questioning and analyzing, talking and listening, viewing and performing. Together we will form a community where it is safe to take both creative and intellectual risks. We have designed a curriculum to challenge you and allow you to explore the world. We understand and respect the importance of choice to readers and writers. Therefore, within our curriculum, you will have opportunities to choose what you would like to read and write about. 

What is the best way to learn to write? Write. And read. And talk about writing and reading. We will do all of these things in class and for homework. We will begin each class by writing in our writer’s notebooks. Writers may use a spiral, a composition book, or a blank book, but need to have some type of notebook for writing. 

We will also spend some time each class reading. We will read not only as readers, but as writers. We will analyze how writers use literary devices to create meaning. We will identify techniques that the writers of our readings, or mentor texts, use that we would like to emulate in our own writing.

And because, as educator James Britton observed, “Reading and writing float on a sea of talk,” we will have many opportunities to talk, in small groups and as a whole class, about what we are reading and writing.  We will also talk about connections between our readings and writings and the world we live in – its diverse cultures, history, current events, art, music and other media.

We are here to support your growth and learning. Please ask questions and let us know how we can best support you. We encourage you to attend office hours. Many students find office hours helpful for asking questions, getting help, receiving feedback, making up work from an absence, or just having a productive place to work before going home. Each sixth grade English teacher will host office hours on a different day of the week. Students are welcome to attend any teacher’s office hours.
Again, welcome to the Kealing Magnet Program!  We look forward to working with you this year.
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Our Travels for the Year

	Unit of Study
	Mentor Texts
	Product / Performance
	Why?

	Memoirs
	Going Where I’m Coming From: Memoirs of American Youth edited by Anne Mazer, and a student-selected memoir from a teacher-provided list  
	Narrative with topic selected by student; character collage
	To explore the similarities and differences between the lives of writers around the world and our own lives; 
to explore meaningful experiences in our own lives

	Middle East and Africa
	Short stories, folktales and poetry
	Socratic seminar

	To deepen skills in discussing literature in preparation for writing essays; to analyze how literary devices impact meaning

	Asia
	When My Name Was Keoko by Linda Sue Park; folktales, nonfiction and poetry
	Two perspective creative writing
	To appreciate different points of view in literature; to develop ability to write from multiple perspectives

	Europe
	The Book Thief by Markus Zusak and nonfiction
	Altered book project
	To create an artistic project showcasing both emotional and analytical reactions to a text; to understand relationships between fiction and nonfiction texts


	South and Central America
	Short stories, poetry, and plays
	A writing piece with topic and genre selected by writer
	To explore how voice, diction, detail, syntax and tone function in a variety of genres


Required Supplies

· A spiral, composition, or blank book for a writer’s notebook

· One 1-inch binder  (specifically for English)

· Divider tabs (five tabs specifically for English binder)

· Loose-leaf notebook paper

· Kleenex for the classroom 

· The following materials (which students will also use in other classes):

Pencils and pens
Colored pencils and markers
Eraser

Homework

Homework will be assigned to support and complement the learning in class. Kealing will provide each student an agenda to keep track of homework assignments, and these agendas should be used every class.  Test dates and large project due dates will be coordinated with all sixth grade core classes. Students can expect to spend 20 to 30 minutes a night on English homework if they work on it each night or 40 minutes to an hour if they work on English homework every other night. Students and/or a family member should let the English teacher know immediately if more than the suggested time is being spent on homework. Students can expect to have homework every night.
Grading Policy

Each six weeks’ grade will be determined by the content and quality of the work produced and by the fulfillment of reading and writing assignments. Students will receive grades based on participation in class discussions, group assignments, projects, and presentations. Projects and papers will be graded on content, process, and mechanics and will be weighted.

If a student fails to turn in an assignment (other than for an excused absence), the student will be expected to turn in the assignment within four school days and the student’s grade will be reduced by 20 percent of the assignment’s point value. (For example, a late assignment worth 40 points would be reduced by 8 points.) If a student fails to turn in a late assignment within four school days, the student will be required to stay after school on the first agreed upon date. Work turned in more than four school days late (other than for an excused absence) will be reduced by 50 percent of the assignment’s point value.  (For example, a very late assignment worth 40 points would be reduced by 20 points.)
Please use Gradespeed to help you check student assignments and grades.  If you do not yet have access to Gradespeed, please see the magnet pages of the Kealing website (www.kealinghornets.org) for directions about how to gain access.
Teacher Websites

Our teacher websites will be one of your greatest resources, providing information about each day’s lesson and homework, as well as copies of most class handouts.  Our websites are listed on the first page of this handout.  Students are expected to check the teacher website when they are absent before e-mailing or asking the teacher about missed work.   Students must normally make up all missed work.  It is the student’s responsibility to take the initiative to find out what he/she has missed, and should not rely solely on the teacher to tell him/her.   

