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            BASICS
The Power of Words

Please use a clean sheet of notebook paper that does not have torn holes or jagged edges to write down your own examples and answer questions as directed on this handout.  Place your name, period, and “Power of Words” at the top of that sheet of notebook paper.
Language can be divided into four different types: informative, expressive, directive, and performative. 

A. Informative language, as the name implies, is language that communicates information. We use language informatively when we make statements that can be either true or false.

Examples:

Today is Wednesday.

The Cubs won the pennant.

Kealing Middle School is in Austin, Texas.


Write two informative sentences on your notebook paper. Label them A.1. and A.2.

B. Expressive language is intended to express feelings and attitudes. It might be intended to describe one’s own feelings or to trigger a certain emotion in others. The speaker is often expressing approval or disapproval of something. Expressive language is not meant to be taken literally, nor is it meant to convey information, although it sometimes does.

Examples:

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?

If you don’t like my decision, you can jump in a lake. 

Yuck! The lettuce in my salad is wilted.


Write two expressive sentences on your notebook paper. Label them B.1. and B.2.

C. Directive language attempts to motivate some sort of action, either positive or negative. Usually, directives consist of commands or requests for action.

Examples:

Shut the door.

Walking on the grass is strictly forbidden.

Come with me to hear the concert the magnificent Kealing orchestra is performing. 


Write two directive sentences on your notebook paper. Label them C.1. and C.2.

D. Performative uses of language are those uses in which the saying constitutes the action. A judge who says, “I hereby sentence you to prison for a term of no less than 20 years and no more than the end of your natural life,” has in uttering the sentence actually performed the action. Similarly, the sentence, “I apologize for my behavior,” actually constitutes the apology.

Examples:

I now pronounce you man and wife.

You are under arrest.

I am sorry I forgot to pass out the homework.

Write two performative sentences on your notebook paper. Label them D.1. and D. 2. 

Real-life sentences, however, are rarely quite so cut-and-dried. In fact, a great many sentences contain elements of several different kinds of language. 

We can accomplish so much with so few words because words have two different kinds of meanings. The first is a cognitive (literal) meaning, or the sort of meaning that one finds in the dictionary. But words also have emotive meaning, a term that refers to the emotional impact that a word might have. Words like “oppression,” “fool” and “Nazi” have negative emotive overtones (meaning that most people react negatively to them) while words like “free,” “spring” and “satisfaction” have positive overtones. Some words, such as “socialism,” “marijuana” and “God,” have mixed emotive overtones (some people react positively to them while others react negatively). Words like “is,” “car” and “prospective” have neutral overtones.
Adapted from http://www.factchecked.org/LessonPlanDetails.aspx?myId=13&mySectionId=1  

Please answer the following questions thoughtfully and thoroughly. Use complete sentences and answer on a separate sheet of notebook paper.
1. Do you ever cuss or use swear words? If no, why not? If yes, why and under what circumstances do you swear?

2. How does it make you feel when people around you cuss or use swear words?

3. Have you ever read any books that have swear words in them? If yes, please list the titles of the books that you can remember.

4. If you have read books with swear words in them, did you think it inappropriate or appropriate in the context?

5. What are some reasons an author might choose to use swear words?

6. If an author uses swear words in a young adult book, do you think that would encourage readers to use the same words?

7. If you read a swear word in an assigned reading, do you think the teacher is saying it is okay for you to use the same word(s)?

Some Thoughts on Profanity

by Ms P. K. Styles
Using profanity in ANY fiction (with the exception of small children's literature) is not a matter of the readers but a matter of the character. A thorough writer knows each and everyone of her or his characters inside out. You should at least know your main character down to their dirtiest habits: what does she eat every mourning? Does she pick her nose, double park, wear underwear? Would she curse on a regular basis or only in stressful situations or not at all? 

That's how you determine whether or not to use profanity. Dozens of the best-known children's authors have done it (J.K. Rowling, C.S. Lewis, and A.K. Applegate included) and will continue to do it. It's not a matter of protecting your child's ears from words they'll hear and use any way. That's like trying to keep them in a bubble. It's impossible that they won't hear and use profanity sooner or later.

I know what you're thinking. You're thinking that even though children themselves curse worse than sailors, children's authors should not encourage the habit. But children's authors and authors in general rarely do more through characters that curse than entertain. It's likely the child has already heard the word several times.
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With that said, as far as young adult literature goes, I could laugh. Teenagers are the nation's leading swearers and we're sitting here debating about whether or not we should use profanity in their literature? 

Because teens themselves swear and because my character in my book Underworld Unsaved has a tendency to swear every now and then, I too am guilty of using swearing in young adult literature. Dusty is not the sort to use some of the more dirty curse words (words I shall not dare to utter here) but his occasional exclamations and hisses of "damn" are to be seen through his supernatural adventures. I decided to allow Dusty to curse because it's part of who he is at that moment in his life. The fact that he curses shows his adolescent frustration, his intense emotions, and his dark outlook on life. And even when Dusty doesn't swear, he's still one heck of an interesting teenager.

--------
"Under certain circumstances, profanity provides a relief denied even to prayer.” - Mark Twain

"The foolish and wicked practice of profane cursing and swearing is a vice so mean and low that every person of sense and character detests and despises it." 

- George Washington
SJM 2009


