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LITERARY DEVICES in Markus Zusak’s The Book Thief
Zusak frequently uses literary devices, including simile, metaphor, oxymoron, personification, and alliteration.  Are you beginning to recognize when he’s using them? Let’s look at definitions and examples.  Then, we’ll try to create our own examples.

	ALLITERATION
	The practice of beginning several consecutive or neighboring words with the same sound (usually consonants).
	“I can be amiable.  Agreeable.  Affable.  And that’s only the A’s” (Zusak 3).
NOTE:  This example uses vowels.


WHY ZUSAK MIGHT WRITE THIS WAY:

YOUR OWN EXAMPLE:

	OXYMORON
	A form of paradox that combines opposite terms into a single unusual expression.  (Paradox = statement that seems contradictory or absurd, but may be true.)
	“[T]he brute strength of the man’s gentleness” (Zusak 36).


WHY ZUSAK MIGHT WRITE THIS WAY:

YOUR OWN EXAMPLE:

	SIMILE
	A comparison of two different things or ideas using the words “like” or “as.”  (Compare to “metaphor.”)
	“[H]er foster father’s eyes … Like soft silver, melting” (Zusak 34).  




WHY ZUSAK MIGHT WRITE THIS WAY:

YOUR OWN EXAMPLE:

	METAPHOR
	A comparison of two unlike things not using “like” or “as.” (Compare to “simile.”)
	“Hans Hubermann wore a face with the shades pulled down” (Zusak 63).


WHY ZUSAK MIGHT WRITE THIS WAY:

YOUR OWN EXAMPLE:

	PERSONIFICATION
	A kind of metaphor that gives objects or abstract ideas human characteristics.
	“The plane was still coughing.  Smoke was leaking from both its lungs” (Zusak 9). 


WHY ZUSAK MIGHT WRITE THIS WAY:

YOUR OWN EXAMPLE:

