Dear parent/guardian,
Your child is currently reading Jonathan Safran Foer’s Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, a novel which is set before and shortly after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. While the novel is not explicitly about the attacks, the protagonist’s father is killed in the attacks. 

One of the major themes of the novel is about community and seeking understanding and meaning in the face of tragedy.  We are asking students to interview an adult about either the days following September 11th, 2001 or another time when an adult found community in the wake of tragedy or extreme difficulty.

We realize that this is a difficult and emotional subject to talk about with students, and if you would rather NOT discuss this at this time with your child, they could discuss the topic with a teacher or other adult in their lives.
The students will be writing a narrative with the theme of community, connection, or finding meaning in difficult situations. 

We hope the students will seek thoughts on the following questions:

What are your memories of that time?

Where did you see people coming together in positive ways? Why? 
How did you find solace? 
How did you create or find meaning? 
What did you take away from the situation?
We would like students to interview an adult without taking notes, just listening and getting the big ideas. Then afterwards, students should jot down ideas or quotes that stand out to them. Interview notes are due Thursday/Friday March 6/7.
Thank you for your participation in this activity.  Your stories are valued.

Sincerely,

J. Frank Webster
 
Sharon M. Roy 


Megan Hart 

Sarah Buell



